ON LOCATION

LETSIBOGO DAM
-“The El Salto of southern Africa” - Selebi Phikwe, Botswana

Built on the Motloutse River as part of the Botswana Government’s North-South Water Carrier Project,
Letsibogo Dam supplies water to the industrial town of Selebi-Phikwe and to the country’s capital,
Gabarone, and all the villages along the pipeline’s route. It was completed and commissioned in 2000, and
now its newly-discovered black bass population is set to give it a totally new and unexpected role in the
country’s tourist sector, namely a bass fishing venue of some considerable note.
Words: Eugene Kruger & Duncan Murfin Images: Ruaan Lubbe & The Bass Angler Crew
Stocked with bass soon after its completion, it was
only during last year that non-Botswana citizens
became aware of the huge bass that it harbours - it
has taken all of twelve years for its bass ﬁshing
“secret” to explode onto the southern African bass
ﬁshing scene. With awe inspiring catches - such as
one exceeding 8 kg - and with bass in the 2 to 4
kilogram class being the norm rather than the
exception, it has in a just a short space of time
become to be regarded by some as the “El Salto” of
southern Africa.
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Its bass ﬁshing bounty has however been enjoyed
by only a handful of enthusiastic bass anglers - bass
“pioneers” if you will - with the Botswana tourism
authorities not quite knowing how best to manage
this new tourist phenomenon. The Botswana
Department of Tourism, the Department of Water
Affairs, the Water Utilities Corporation and the
Department of Wildlife & National Parks are all
involved in one way or another, potentially creating
a veritable maze of bureaucracy.

On Location Inanda Dam

Werner Lubbe(Above) and Derick
Labuschagne(Left) showing off the 2,5-3kg class
bass that are not the exception but rather the norm
at Letsibogo.

Foreign boats are (correctly and
understandably) viewed with
suspicion as carriers of undesirable
aquatic plants and diseases, outboard
motor emissions are regarded as
polluters of water destined for
human consumption, and the
authorities are still largely ignorant
of the distinction between the catch
and release conservation policy of
bass anglers and the indiscriminate
harvesting of ﬁsh by subsistence and
commercial ﬁshermen. So while it is
internationally renowned for its
game and bush related safari
tourism, Botswana as yet is not really
geared towards meeting the needs of
visiting bass angling sports. Bass
anglers need to be mobile on the
water, and this perforce means boats
with motors, something that the
Botswana authorities are not quite
comfortable with - yet. But
Botswana’s attitude towards this
new-found sector of its tourism
industry is now bound to change as
more and more bass anglers cross its

borders, in the process creating a
demand for services such as being
offered by the Phokoje Bush Lodge
(see page 44) A little known fact
about Letsibogo is that an
experimental population of Tiger
Fish was introduced during 2009,
and while it did show that the
environment is suitable, insuﬃcient

ﬁsh were stocked to create a healthy,
breeding population - thank
goodness! Of special interest to all
eco-conscious anglers is the fact that
the water and wildlife at Letsibogo
do not appear to be negatively
impacted by the pollution from the
copper and nickel mine at SelebiPhikwe, with the biggest danger
being drought.

Boat regulations are extremely strict in Botswana and that means launching small craft with trolling motors
is the only way to go at Letsibogo.
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LOCATION AND CLIMATE
The dam is located some 17km from
Selebi-Phikwe near the village of
Mmadinare. The climate is warm
and semi-arid, with 90% of its annual
rainfall of about 450mm in its
catchment occuring between
November to March.
In August last year it was only 30%
full, with the water clarity quite
clear, and it was in this period, with
the ﬁsh concentrated in the smaller
body of water, that those magniﬁcent
catches were made. Since then, with

good rains in the early and midsummer, the dam has ﬁlled to full
pool, in the process however also
becoming totally clouded by ﬁne
sand particles, giving it the
appearance of milky tea and zero
visibility. This situation has
negatively affected catch rates.
Although primarily designed for
water storage, the dam’s tourist
potential has been recognised - in
2011 the government announced
plans to upgrade the infrastructure
around the dam including roads,

The basin of the dam was never cleared and what
you see above the water is scattered below.

sewage and drinking water, and to
create an artiﬁcial beach on its
northern shore, while the local
government was planning to build a
5-star eco-lodge and a game reserve.
Nothing however has as yet come of
these plans.

HOW TO GET THERE
The ﬁrst step is to travel to the town
of Selebi-Phikwe and book into the
Phokoje Bush Lodge. From there it is
about 17km, 13km on tar and the last
4km on a bush track through the
Mopane and Acacia trees and scrub
that can take half an hour to
negotiate. While a 4X4 is not
necessary, vehicles must have a good
ground clearance - small sedans and
sports cars will not make it!
It is also highly recommended to hire
a guide at the Lodge to show the way,
and he can double up as your
security guard while out on the
water – crime is not a problem but it
just provides peace of mind. There
are no facilities at the dam.
Pitching every nook and cranny with big worms and
weightless plastics on one of the many islands will
produce not only numbers but some of the biggest
bass you will tangle with.
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Letsibogo Dam
Moving bass away from obstructions by any
means possible is the key to landing bass at
Letsibogo.

THE FISHING
Having gained widespread acclaim
in just a few years Letsibogo has
become somewhat of a fairytale
venue with stories of catches that
sound too far-fetched to be true,
namely of Largemouth ﬁghting
harder than Smallies! That is only a
small part of the allure of this
untamed bass paradise, as the major
draw card is that on any cast you
have a chance of not only breaking
your PB, but indeed even besting
Maxwell Mashandure’s 8,3kg African
All Tackle record! With the sheer
tenacity and size of the bass on offer,
there is only one way to describe
Letsibogo’s bass: imagine a Pitbull on
steriods trained as an acrobat
chasing a lion through the jungle!
These bass are not strong, they are
something else! On our recent
exploratory trip the bass
endeavoured to break the 30lb rated
split rings completely off on
crankbait trebles, bite off spinnerbait
blades on the hit, and if that wasn’t
extreme enough completely rip the
leadhead on a buzzbait apart while
breaking the hook! With a young
population having already produced
8kilo-plus bass, ﬁshing at the dam
over the past year was extremely

easy, with anglers reporting 200 ﬁsh
days with so many 4kg bass that
one’s hands started bleeding.

There is only one way to
describe Letsibogo’s
bass: imagine a Pitbull
on steriods trained as
an acrobat chasing a
lion through the jungle! ”
Duncan Murfin
That was not the heyday of Letsibogo
but merely a stage in the yearly cycle
of the dam when water levels drop to
an extreme low after the winter,
which concentrates both the bass
and the bait. This is reversed during
November and December when the
dam ﬁlls to full pool relatively
quickly, making the ﬁshing much
more diﬃcult when the water pushes
up the banks to ﬂood the dense
Acacia and Marula forests and
changes the water colour from Vaal
Dam-“clean” to an almost rust and

chocolate mixture with less than
10cm visibility. According to
Phokoje Lodge MD Savvas
Lambrou it is a process that has
repeated itself a few times over
the years. “But it is to the beneﬁt
of the ﬁshery as a whole,” he
points out. “With the water level
up over the past few years the
bass and the bream have
spawned like crazy,” he adds.
“The dirty water makes the
ﬁshing a bit more diﬃcult, but
the ﬁshery has just been going
from strength to strength, and
who knows how good it’s going
to be this season?”
With the extremely discoloured
water at present the bass have
deserted their deeper water
haunts and pushed up onto the
bank, and although this might
sound like it’s then easier to
catch them, accurate
presentations are essential and
you almost have to hit the ﬁsh
on the head with a big noisy
bait. But getting the bites isn’t
the worry at Letsibogo, landing
the ﬁsh is the problem! As a
baseline you shouldn’t be
throwing any line less than 20lb
test, and for good measure even
30lb isn’t overkill. Here’s why:
after a ﬁsh picks up the bait that
you have pitched into a tree,
you’ll feel the power as it swims
away and also see the tree
shaking violently as it crashes
through and out of it, leaving a
trail of broken branches ﬂoating
to the surface and your line
wafting in the wind! You will
most certainly get the
oppurtunity to hook into a true
giant, but landing these quality
ﬁsh is a completely different
story.
Continued on Page 34
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LETSIBOGO DAM
TECH SPECS
GPS Coordinates:
21°50'28.98"S, 27°44'11.35"E
Build year: 1999
Wall: Length: 1.56km;
Length: 9,8km
Fed by: Motloutse River
Capacity: 100 000 000m3

Old Yacht Club & Main
Launch

Maximum radius covered with
3 - 100ah deep cycle
batteries.

On Location

Bass Breakfast: Niloticus ususally display vibrant
colouration but become extreme pale in Letsibogo’s
dirty water conditions. It is important to note the
blue hue to the fins which will help in selecting hard
bait colours at the dam.

BAITFISH:
Prior to our recent trip we did a lot of
research into the baitﬁsh of eastern
Botswana, including those
indigenous to the Moloutse River
which feeds Letsibogo. The general
consensus among anglers is that
“blue bream” are the predominant
forage. After lengthy consultation
with renowned tigerﬁsh guide
Gareth Coombes, Senior Writer
Tyron Mortimer identiﬁed
Oreochromis niloticus, or “Nilos” as
they are commonly referred to, as
the dominant baitﬁsh in Letsibogo.
The Nilo does resemble our Blue
Kurper but it is far more voracious
and hardy. Their growth propensity
has also been a contributing factor to
the growth rates of the bass at
Letsibogo as they provide larger prey
offerings. Another point of interest is
the presence of shell beds and large
freshwater mussels that hold bass
around them.

Letsibogo Dam
Lestibogo. Built in a valley which
surrounded the water course of the
Motloutse River, the landscape
surrounding the dam is in stark
contrast to the ﬂat terrain you will
encounter on your way to the dam,
with steep valleys and what has
become a trademark in photos of the
dam the long ridgeline which looks
like isolated koppies stretching
across the dam wall and surrounding
bays. Mention standing timber and it
won’t be more than 10m from the
launch where you will discover vast
areas of ﬂooded bushveld mixed
between large boulders with chunk
rock everywhere. When scanning
the bottom with a downscan or
sidescan unit you will instantly
notice that when the dam is at full
pool you are ﬁshing above a
submerged forest that runs anywhere
from 2ft all the way to 60ft-plus, with
deep trenches, drainage ditches and
plenty of rock mixed in. During mid
spring with receding water levels
isolated patches of tules, chicamba
weed and broadleaf pondweed do
make an appearance and bass will
gravitate to them accordingly.
SPECIAL WARNING: When ﬁshing this
dense cover and structure take a lot
of terminal tackle as you are
guaranteed to get stuck at some
point.

BAIT SELECTION:
The general rule of thumb according
to local anglers is the bigger the
better and with the bass showing a
clear prefference to darker, bulkier
proﬁled baits in the dirty water. On
our recent trip we found dark 5”
swimbaits, 6 & 7” Soft plastic
jerkbaits, 7” stickbaits and big 10”
worms & grubs and big proﬁled
creature baits to be effective on the
plastic side. As for hardbaits, single
and double bladed buzzbaits, black
spinnerbaits with large single black
blades and shallow running square
billed crankbaits in black and
chartreuse worked best.

IMPORTANT STUFF:
All man made reservoirs in Botswana
have a strict “no outboard motor”
policy due to all dams being utilised
for drinking water. This legislation
means the only way to get around on
a boat at Letsibogo is to utilise an
electric trolling motor, which vastly
decreases the ﬁshable waters even
though the dam only measures 10km
in length. Another factor which
hinders long distance runs is the
wind which blows incessantly for
most parts of the year, making any
trip to the river section extremely
battery intensive and if you do wish
to make the journey to take atleast 5
batteries onboard.

COVER AND STRUCTURE:
It doesn’t take more than arriving at
the launch site to realise that
structure and cover as it is deﬁned in
all bass ﬁshing textbooks abounds at
A typical key area to target - where submerged rock and timber converge. Note the water colour.
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Letsibogo Adventure

GOLDEN BASS
OF

LETSIBOGO
Mention the name
“Botswana” to any tourist and it
conjures up scenes of waving papyrus ferns with
maybe a lechwe on the banks of the Okavango,
or elephants grazing in the Tuli Block, or tourists
in boutique khaki driving around in game viewing
vehicles. For those that like to fish it could be a
scene of a Tiger Fish smashing a spoon or a
Catfish slurping away on the annual Catfish Run.
Words: Eugene Kruger & Duncan Murfin
Images: Ruaan Lubbe & The Bass Angler Crew

36

The Bass Angler May 2013

But Botswana most deﬁnitely does not conjure up scenes of bass
leaping out of the water or bass anglers in boats ﬁring cast after
cast in search of big, trophy-size bass!
That is quite possibly about to change in the very near future,
because right now, at Letsibogo Dam in the eastern region of
Botswana, there is a bass fanatic casting a big crank towards one
of the many trees that abound in its shallower areas, or a large
plastic onto huge boulders that make up the islands in the dam.
Until just very recently bass ﬁshing as a recognised recreational
activity was unheard of in Botswana - for foreigners, that is. Local
interests (read: “bass anglers”) had taken full cognizance of the
construction of a dam in the Motloutse River as part of the
Botswana Government’s North-South Water Carrier Project to
provide water to nearby Selebi-Phikwe and the country’s capital
Gabarone.

Golden Bass of Letsibogo
GETTING INTO BOTSWANA
A Valid Passport:
As from 1 April 2013 Emergency passports
are no longer accepted in Botswana unless
prior arrangements have been made.
Original Vehicle Registration Papers:
(Persons whose vehicles are still being
financed by the bank will not have original
vehicle registration papers. They would
therefore use the vehicle license papers
(where the renewal disk is cut out yearly).

The reason for going- a 5kg monster being released.

In it they let loose a population
of bass, and left them there to
propagate and grow big. And
they kept it quiet. Until last
year when a Botswana angler
caught a bass of more than 8kg
- and the news ﬂew around the
country like wild ﬁre.
Then others visited the dam
and also caught really big bass,
not another 8kg ﬁsh, but bass in
the four, ﬁve and six kilogram
classes. The forums were alive
with these catches, and at The
Bass Angler oﬃces we were
receiving increasing requests
for information about visiting
Letsibogo.

PLANNING
“If you fail to plan, you plan to
fail” - how true! Google Earth,
e-mails and telephone calls
were all put to good use, but
nothing is better than a
personal visit and experience,
so on Monday 25 March the
magazine’s largest ﬁeld team to
date - seven people, set off from
our base in Kempton Park.

General manager Werner Lubbe
was at the wheel of the Vito, with
Duncan Murﬁn, Derick
Labuschagne, Tyron Mortimer
and Martin Engelke tasked with
the actual angling, and Ruaan
Lubbe as the oﬃcial
photographer.
But it was not before a whole lot
of preparation had been taken
care of - we needed boats, and this
gave us possibly the most
diﬃculty. To take a boat into
Botswana requires a boat import
permit - e-mails and telephone
calls to the Botswana Department
of Water Affairs did raise a
response but time was not on our
side, so thanks to Rod Bateman of
Aliboats in Maun
(www.aliboats.com) we did
receive them via courier just two
days prior to our departure.
But wait - the boats needed to be
sprayed, and that could only be
done in Francistown or Gaberone
at a cost of P44 each. Okay, that
sounded easy enough.

Vehicle Licence Papers:
Must be accompanied with a letter from the
bank giving you authorisation to take the
vehicle across the border, and must indicate
dates. Both to be signed by a Commissioner
of Oaths. If you aren’t the owner of the
vehicle, get an affidavit from the police
giving you authorisation from the owner /
financial institution to take the vehicle
abroad. Also notify your insurance company.
Border Charges:
Road Transport Permit - P40
National Road Safety - P20
Trailer Importation - P20
Third-Party Insurance - P50 - motor vehicle
insurance.

FAST FACTS:

18,000
608km
R20,20
8,20kg
SQUARE METERS OF SURFACE AREA
AT LETSIBOGO WHEN AT FULL POOL.

TOTAL DISTANCE FROM
JOHANNESBURG TO MMADINARE

THE DAILY COST OF A LETSIBOGO
FISHING PERMIT

THE LARGEST BASS REPORTED TO
HAVE BEEN CAUGHT LAST YEAR
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The further north you travel into Botswana the more prevalent Baobab trees become - Perfect
rest stops for The Bass Angler Crew.

The route to Letsibogo from Johannesburg is pretty
straight forward - first on the N1 to Mokopane then
on the N11 to Grobler’s Bridge and Martin’s Drift
border posts.

Then came a low blow - the
Botswana Government issued a
decree banning all foreigners from
ﬁshing - only citizens were allowed to
ﬁsh..! Hearsay has it that some South
Africans had illegally put their bass
boat on the dam and used their
outboard, and when confronted by
the Water Affairs people had
managed to escape over the border.
How they did this is diﬃcult to
imagine, but according to the story
there is now a warrant for their
arrest should they ever try and enter
Botswana again. This incident
evidently gave rise to the ministerial
decree - hardly surpising!
Our investigations had shown that
the Phokoje Bush Lodge just 7km
outside Selebi-Phikwe and 17km
from the dam looked to be the most
38
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suitable base for operations,
and e-mails and telephone
conversations with its MD,
Savvas Lambrou proved us correct the Lodge provided superb
accommodation and service and
whatever else a bass angler needed
(like a hot shower, great food and
drink and a comfortable night’s
sleep!), and he himself could not
have been more helpful! For
starters he had on his own
initiative booked his two brand
new aluminium jon boats for us,
and he had succeeded in meeting
with the authorities and secured
ﬁshing permits. The trip was still
on!
Tackle of course was a major issue
- our mission was to catch a really
big bass, so quality rather than
quantity was on the order list. This
meant stout rods and reels, heavy
lines and of course big baits and
big hooks. Two sneaker motors
were required per boat and each
boat had to have at least three
batteries, plus of course chargers
to replenish them each night. Then

there was each person’s personal kit,
and because we reckoned that we
needed at least four boats, we took
along the Monster Bass inﬂatable
and the Explorer inﬂatable from
Yamaha - and it all had to ﬁt in our
Vito (with brand new roof rack) and
trailer.

BOAT IMPORTATION
Import permit: P44
All boats including inflatables require a
permit to enter Botswana. For Boat Import
Permits visit www.bassanglers.co.za to
download the necessary documentation or
they can be obtained from the Botswana
Department of Water Affairs in Gabarone, Tel.
(+267) 3607173; email:kdick@gov.bw, or in
Francistown, Tel. (+267) 2412368.
*Note that you need the originals when
crossing the border and can arrange with the
Lodge or your own courier company to
collect the permits and have them sent to
you.
Spraying at Department of Water Affairs:
P44 ber boat– cash only!

Golden Bass of Letsibogo

A welcome sight - the reception area at Phokoje Bush Lodge, our operational
base for the week.

ON THE ROAD
Our Monday start was not as early as we would have
liked (it never is) but the N1 was open and seeing a blood
red sun come over the horizon was as pretty a sight as
one could wish for. Having passed through Mokopane
(Potgietersrust) Werner Lubbe realised that he had
missed all the “one-stops” where we supposed to have
breakfast so had to make a U-turn and backtrack to the
in-city Wimpy or encounter a revolt!
With the crew once again happy we approached the
Grobler’s Bridge border post, with many sightings of
warthogs in the attractive Mopane and Acacia forests. On
both the South African and Botswana sides it was pretty
straight forward and business like, although the
Botswana cashier forgot to give Werner a gate pass and
he had to go back for it, but it was a minor mishap.
Not so the next ﬁfty or so kilometres - pot holes on this
stretch are really bad. Travelling speed varied from nil to
50kph. We did encounter a small repair team, but a far
greater effort will be required to make the road passable.
In any event we reached Selebi-Phikwe and then Phokoje
Bush Lodge at around 14:00, met with Savvas Lambrou,
unpacked our kit and made plans for the rest of the
afternoon - Derick, Martin and I were off to Francistown
to have the boats sprayed, while the rest were taken to
the dam with our guide and security guard for the
duration of our stay, Bashi Mokgethi, and very good he
was too.
Our planning proved to be inaccurate however, as we
arrived at the Water Affairs oﬃces in Francistown at
15:40, only to ﬁnd that the cashier closed at 15:30.

Letsibogo Adventure

They were quite pleasant however
and we arranged to be back when
they opened once again at 07:30 on
Tuesday morning. So on Tuesday,
after taking the rest of the crew to
the dam before dawn we were back
on the road hoping to get the
formalities over and done with, but
we never reckoned that Francistown
would also have an early hour oﬃce
traﬃc jam. The result was we only
arrived at Water Affairs after eight,
which of course impacted on the rest
of the day and managed to get on the
water only around midday.
The rest of the crew had enjoyed
mixed success, with a few ﬁsh over

2,5 – 3kg. The pattern that emerged
was ﬁshing cranks on the shallow
rock ﬂats off the main set of islands
and pitching weightless 6” & 7”
jerkbaits around trees with large
spread out branches. Also casting big
plastics up shallow onto and between
the crevices in the boulders on the
islands and letting them sink and
bounce off the submerged ledges.
Fishing for quality rather than
quantity can be frustrating work, as
the catch rate can easily be a round
nil! Also there were several reports
of break-offs.
It’s pointless asking how many ﬁsh
were caught, because if the ﬁsh that

Top Left: All foreign boats have to be sprayed to
prevent infection by invasive plants.
Top: The sight that greeted the crew upon arrival.

was caught was not over 5kg then it
didn’t count! There was no
competition - if we wanted to catch
quantity we could have gone to any
dam back home..!
A feature of Letsibogo was its water
colour. At ﬁrst we called it just
“dirty”, or “stained”. To me however
it looked just like a cup of very milky
rooibos tea. Visibility was zero - I
lowered a spinnerbait into it and
while the wire was still visible the
blades and skirt had disappeared..!
The conditions were far removed
from what they were last year when
the dam was only 30% full and the
water clarity almost gin clear - those
conditions must have made targeting
big bass far easier. Compounding the
less than favourable water condition
was a persistent easterly weather
pattern - low atmospheric pressure,
solid, grey low cloud alternating with
a cloudless sky during the day, a
bright full moon at night and a stiff
easterly wind that played havoc with
boat positioning.
The aluminum jon boats built by Ali Boats in
Maun(www.aliboats.com) that are available for hire
at Phokoje Bush Lodge. Only electric motors are
allowed on the dam.
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THE MONSTER OF
THE TRIP
Wednesday was certainly a highlight
day among all the other enjoyable
days, but on this day Duncan Murfin,
fishing once again with Tyron
Mortimer with Ruaan Lubbe on board
as well, managed to hook and boat
what is his PB and also the fish that
we were after, namely a 5kg monster
that smashed a black Varkenelli
Customs Super Moffat 6” jerkbait
fished on a 7’2” MH Shimano Crucial
rod and Abu Garcia Revo STX 8.0:1
reel loaded with 20lb test Trilene
100% Fluorocarbon line.
In his own words...
“After catching a couple of 2,5kg and
3kg fish on the outside line of trees
early in the morning the bite died
down. With the wind increasing in
speed Tyron and I decided to see if
we could run a pattern on a main set
of trees which surrounds one of the

The nights at the Lodge however
made up for any discomfort the day
might have thrown up. After a
shower in our chalets we had time to
enjoy a sundowner (Botswana has its
own beer, St. Louis which is pretty
good) - and together with the
outstanding a la carte menu it was
great to relax before enjoying a good

islands which has a
large flat point
extending out on
the leeward side.
With the white
horses now blowing
across the entire
dam the only way to
fish the areas
methodically was to
tie up to a tree,
preferably a tree
surrounded with
scattered brush.
“While tying up
Tyron pointed to a
large wide-branched tree close to the
bank and advised me to make a cast to
the outside edges before working the
heart of the tree. Skipping the bait under
an overhanging limb I had barely let the
bait sink before I noticed a massive boil
on the water with my line heading out of
the tree at a rate of knots! There was no
conventional bite, just a sheer amount of
speed. When I finally managed to catch
up the slack and firmly set the hook, it
felt as if I was being towed by a freight
train, with the fish diving deep extremely
quickly and snagging into trees almost
directly below the boat. The fish was so
strong it didn’t matter if it was getting
snagged, as all I needed was a bit of
constant pressure and the bass did the
rest, breaking branches as it went,
before rolling on the surface where it was
expertly lipped by Tyron.
“It pulled the scale to exactly 5kg and
there were more than a few celebratory
cheers on the boat - truly a fish to be
remembered by all on the boat!”
night’s sleep before the 04:00 call the
next morning. We met up with two
South African recreational bass
anglers, world carp ﬁshing champion
Hennie du Preez of Krugersdorp and
Jan Vermeulen of Sasolburg. Jan had
been fortunate to ﬁsh Letsibogo last
year when it was low and clear, and
had four 4kg-plus ﬁsh to his credit.

Letsibogo Adventure

Clockwise, Top Left:
Dusk can also be a most productive time with
topwater baits;
A 2,7kg bass caught by Martin Engelke using 7’ Yum
Dinger;
Hennie du Preez and Jan Vermeulen battling away
in the wind on a pontoon boat;
The old entrance to the dam, note the rough terrain,
not recommended for light vehicles with low ground
clearance.

Hennie still had to get his but they
were ﬁshing off a pontoon ﬂoat and
in the incessant wind were ﬁnding it
heavy going, with little to show for
their efforts. We shared our info with
them and just like us they also
enjoyed the comforts of the Lodge.
A point we all agreed on was that
Letsibogo does indeed have massive

Thoughts on
Letsibogo Dam,
Botswana and
Phokoje Bush
Lodge...

Eugene
Kruger
“With its known big
fish population
Letsibogo certainly
holds great potential
as a prime bass
fishing destination in southern Africa, one that
excites both local and foreign sports. To realise
its fullest potential however depends on the
support of the Botswana Government to
institute practical and affordable policy
structures based on the needs of visiting
angler to facilitate convenient access with few
bureaucratic restraints, and institute practical
water and fish management protocols to
provide a sustainable bass population.”

Editor-in-Chief
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potential to become a premier bass
venue and that the sooner the
Botswana government takes its bass
ﬁshing tourism seriously, the better!
We were treated to a typical braai on
Wednesday night and met with Mr.
Moreri Mabote, Principal Tourism
Oﬃcer in the Department of Tourism
now stationed at Selebi-Phikwe.

We certainly had a positive exchange
of ideas and it does bode well for
bass ﬁshing’s future in the country.
After the big ﬁsh on Wednesday it
certainly gave everyone renewed
energy and it was not for a want of
trying that we could not better it.
Fishing under these dirty water

Werner
Lubbe
“Red tape, potholes, a
rough bush road and
launch site, wind, in
boats with only
trolling motors, hitting
rocks and timber, and dirty water, I wondered:
“Is it worth it?” – but when the first monster
bass took off on that beautiful lake and hit my
bait so hard that I only realized what was
happening after it wrapped me several times
around a tree, I stood there flabbergasted, and
then I knew: “For sure it is worth it!”

General Manager

Duncan
Murfin
“Travelling to
Letsibogo Dam is not
just another trip, it’s a
must add adventure
to the bucket list of
anyone who has ever dreamt of tangling with
not big, but truly giant bass. When you
combine the excellent accommodation at
Phokoje Bush Lodge, friendly staff and pretty
much arrive and fish ease of access you would
be hard pressed not to think you were fishing
in one of Billy Chapman’s fishing lodges in
Mexico, except much closer to home. If Lake El
Salto had a rival anywhere in the world
Letsibogo Dam most definitely is it.”

Sub-Editor

Golden Bass of Letsibogo
ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT TO
TAKE ALONG
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Bass Angler Magazine crew with Phokoje Bush Lodge MD Savvas Lambrou.

conditions was not easy but with the
average 5-ﬁsh bag per boat pushing
just on 15 kilo’s per day, an average
ﬁsh at Letsibogo is most certainly not
what we were accustomed to. And

although all the giants didn’t
cooperate it sure was fun getting
stuck into numerous 2,5kg - plus
specimens which all punch way
above their weight class.
At supper on Thursday
Savvas advised us to use an
alternative route when we
departed the next morning his wife had travelled to
Lephalele (Ellisras) that day
and with all the travellers
evidently on their way south
for the Easter weekend or to
The border crossing over the Limpopo
River at the Zanzibar border post. It is
only passable when the river is not in
flood.

Tyron
Mortimer
“A successful trip with
an adventurous
atmosphere, getting
to learn new dams
beyond our borders is
always exciting. The lodge and the general
hospitality were excellent. The fishing was very
challenging; personally I managed to land
many decent specimens and lost a few
wrestling matches with the Letsibogo giants.
Overall a very good trip, learning new things is
all a part of the game, it doesn’t matter if it is
on the water fishing or meeting new people
and learning about a different country. A truly
amazing fishery and I hope to return soon.”

Martin
Engelke
“Wat die meeste
indruk op my gemaak
het was hoe die
Phokoje Lodge
personeel absoluut
ingesteld op baarshengelaars is- van reëlings
vir permitte tot ‘n kospakkie tot ‘n gids Phokoje is voorwaar in Letsibogo rat! Groter en
sterker is die vis beslis en derhalwe kan ek
hierdie pelgrimstog hoogs aanbeveel met diè
een oogmerk: gaan om die grotes te soek,
maar aanvaar dat die kans wel bestaan dat jy
nie altyd jou sin gaan kry nie.”

Senior Skrywer

Boat:
3 x Deep cycle Batteries per boat
Battery Charger
Set of Oars
Life Jackets
Trolling Motor
Spare Trolling Motor Prop
Cable Ties
Toolkit
Torches or Head Lamps
Insect Repellant
First Aid kit
Cooler Boxes

Vehicle & Trailer
• Additional Spare wheels
• Tools
• Recovery mats (if vehicle gets stuck in
mud)
• Torches
• Kinetic strap

the annual ZCC gathering, had
waited nearly ﬁve hours to cross the
border. Our best bet was to use the
Zanzibar border post (22°34 19 S,
28°27 59 E), and it proved correct we were in and out in less than ten
minutes! The road was also in a
much better state.
*Next Issue:
Part 2 – Our top patterns, the highs and lows
of fishing Letsibogo and all the tackle we
took along.

Derick
Labuschagne
“Wow!” - wat ‘n
wonderlike
ondervinding! Verblyf
uit die boonste rakke
en Phokoje Lodge
verdien meer as net 3-sterre. Botswana het my
beindruk met die manier waarop die mense
ons behandel het, en ook die skoonheid
daarvan. By die dam was dit vir my ‘n groot
ondervinding maar wel moeilik - die water se
kleur het dit nie maklik vir ons gemaak nie
maar ons het wel sukses behaal en ek moet
byvoeg die baars in Letsibogo is ongelooflik
sterk!”

Ruaan
Lubbe
“Die besoek aan
Botswana was vir my
‘n lekker trip - die
Lodge se personeel
was heeltyd baie
behulpsaam en die dam was ‘n belewenis – dis
een van die pragtigste damme wat ek al gesien
het. Die werk was hard met vroeë oggende
maar ons doelwitte vir die tydskrif en vir my
persoonlik is bereik. Die mooi bos omgewing
en die groot baars het gemaak vir mooi fotos
waarop ek vandag baie trots is. Ek sal dit
beslis weer doen.”

Photographer

Marketing Manager

Senior Writer
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BASS ANGLER FAMILY VENUES
TAKE
THEAPERFECT
CHILD BASSING
HOLIDAYAND
BASS
THEY
FISHING
COULD
VENUES
WIN A TACKLE
FROM AROUND
HAMPERSOUTH
SPONSORED
AFRICABY RAPALA VMC

Phokoje Bush Lodge
Situated some 7km outside the town of Selebi-Phikwe in eastern Botswana, the
Phokoje Bush Lodge has in only nine years established itself as a major player in
Botswana’s tourist and commercial sectors.

It was started by John Lambrou, a
civil engineer from Cyprus who had
established a successful construction
company in Zimbabwe before
becoming involved in Botswana in
the 1970’s. Among many other
projects John built the silos at the
Bamangwato Concessions Ltd copper
and nickel mine at Selebi-Phikwe

which is the major source of
employment in the area.
Now “retired”, John is still active at
the Lodge as he and his one son,
Savvas, who is the MD of the Lodge,
are continually developing its
facilities.
In 2004 Savvas was working in the
hospitality sectors
in the USA and UK
when he received a
call from his father
to join him in a
tourist venture at
Selebi-Phikwe
where John had an
open plot just
outside the town
Left: Father and son
management team, John
and Savvas Lambrou exceeding the needs of
bass angling tourists.
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which his family used as a weekend
getaway. John’s intention was to
establish a motel to accommodate
visiting businessmen and
government employees, the ever
increasing number of tourists on
their way to the popular destinations
of Okavango, Chobe and Maun, and
also foreign trophy hunters.
Designed by John’s other son Angelo
who resides in the USA, eleven
chalets were built, with John
manufacturing all the furnishings in
his own facility on the plot. They
took a conscious decision not to offer
self-catering facilities, but to establish
a high quality a la carte restaurant this open thatched facility with
African-inspired décor and
furnishings overlooks spectacular
gardens and water features, and is
now widely recognised as being one
of the ﬁnest restaurants in the

Bass Angler Family Venues

Phokoje Bush Lodge
Double chalet exterior and interior - tastefully
furnished with all the modern conveniences
including enough room to sort tackle!

the well-trained Lodge security
guards.

country, a fact which the magazine’s
ﬁeld team on a recent fact-ﬁnding
excursion certainly supports!
The second phase saw the
completion of a function venue and
12 more rooms, which the Lambrou’s
call “standard” rooms, but with
three-quarter beds and full en suite
they are more in a luxury class than
“standard”! All the rooms are insect
proofed and are fully air conditioned,
have DSTV and complimentary tea
and coffee. Although the winters are
relatively mild, additional heating
and blankets are provided.
The Lodge also has its own caravan
and camping area complete with
electricity connections. Current
building activities include selfcatering units and extensions to the
function hall and a curio shop.
The Lodge has recently emerged as
the preferred destination for bass
ﬁshing enthusiasts visiting Letsibogo
Dam some 17km away, and being an

avid angler himself, Savvas has been
quick to provide as much logistical
support as possible, while also
liaising closely with the Botswana
Department of Tourism. An import
permit is required to take a boat into
Botswana, then it has to be
disinfected (sprayed) by the
Department of Water Affairs, and a
Recreational Fishing Licence is
needed from the Department of
Wildlife & National Parks.
To smooth things for guests Savvas
has registered the Lodge and is
empowered to provide his guests
with their ﬁshing permits, and has
four aluminium boats for hire, built
by Ali-Boats in Maun
(www.aliboats.com). Guests need to
supply their own batteries and
electric motors (petrol motors at this
time are not allowed on Letsibogo
Dam). Even though the crime rate is
very low, to provide extra peace of
mind while out on the water guests
can also make use of the services of
Open air dining in
style at the Phokoje
al-a-carte
restaurant. Voted as
one of the finest
establishments in
all of Botswana.

Catering for bass ﬁshing guests more
often than not means very early
morning departures to the dam, so
the Lodge’s kitchen staff provides
brunch packs which are delivered in
the morning before guests depart everything is fresh!
A recent innovation at the restaurant
was the introduction of a range of
pizzas, and during the magazine’s
ﬁeld team visit we had the honour at
dinner to enjoy their introductory
night – our verdict? They do indeed
come very highly recommended!

GETTING THERE
From Johannesburg it is about a 6
hour drive. First of all take the NI to
Mokopane and be prepared to pay
the three tolls, totalling almost R100.
In the centre of town take a left on
the N11 and travel all the way to the
Martins Drift border post. On this
200 kilometer stretch we
encountered several troops of
warthog along the way and also
enjoyed the abundant Mopane,
Marula and Acacia trees with the
odd Baobab as well. After the border
post it is then some 160km to
Selebi-Phikwe town and another
7km to Phokoje Bush Lodge.
Phokoje Bush Lodge provides the
ideal setting for relaxation in a
bushveld setting, offering perfect
tranquillity, superb accommodation
and exquisite cuisine - it will make
your stay a memorable one!

GPS: S21° 58’ 29”; E27° 46’ 43”
CONTACTS:
Savvas Lambrou, Managing Director.
Tel: +267 2601 596;
Mobile: +267 748 78853;
E-mail: info@phokojebushlodge.com;
Web: www.phokojebushlodge.com
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